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informed me that there were about 1,000 men employed, and that these 
had 34 cases of smallpox since last September. At present there is only 
1 case in his pesthouse. The camp had been fairly well vaccinated and. 
infected houses and clothing disinfected. I instructed the surgeons at 
these camps in regard to vaccination and disinfection. At Jasper I 
was informed by Judge Shepherd and county health officer, Dr. A. 
M. Stovall, that the county was able to take charge of these camps — 
could furnish vaccine and employ help if necessary ; but stated that the 
people at the above-mentioned mining camps seemed anxious that the 
Marine- Hospital Service should take charge. 

Dr. Woodson, of the United States Army, who was on a visit to his 
father, the surgeon of the Patton mine, informed me that he had sug- 
gested to the authorities the advisability of calling on the Service. 

The health officer, Dr. Stovall, impressed me as a well-informed 
and energetic physician. He seemed anxious to learn our methods of 
dealing with smallpox, and said he would take charge of the mines 
near Patton at once ; and as he knew the owners of these mines, thought 
he would have no trouble in getting their cooperation and putting a 
stop to the spread of the disease. 

There were no cases of smallpox at Jasper, and the only other 
infected place in Walker County, besides the Patton and Corona camps, 
was Horse Creek Mine, where 3 cases had been reported. 

Prom the above facts, it seems that the Service was called on for 
assistance at the suggestion of Dr. Woodson, who was under the im- 
pression that the Service would be willing to take charge. I am con- 
vinced that there is no necessity for Government assistance and respect- 
fully recommend that no action be taken in regard to smallpox at the 
above-mentioned places. 

Respectfully, yours, B. W. Brown, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox near Fair Oaks, Ark. 

Fair Oaks, Ark., March 1, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that in accordance with your tele- 
graphic orders of the 28th ultimo, I arrived at Fair Oaks on this date. 

Fair Oaks is about 60 miles from Memphis, at the junction of the 
Iron Mountain Bailroad and the St. Louis and Southwestern Railroad. 
It is a small settlement of perhaps 50 people, chiefly railroad people 
and employees and their families. 

As I stated in my telegram of this date, the cases are in one house, 1 
mile from this place, on the line of the St. Louis and Southwestern 
Bailroad, in the family of one C. S. Ledford, a small storekeeper for the 
camps in the vicinity (logging camps). 

This man's uncle returned from Mexico with a child of about six 
years of age on the 4th ultimo. The child was then sick, and the two 
spent the night in a boarding house in this place (eruption had not 
appeared). Next morning they went to the house of Ledford. On the 
7th the child was broken out, and the local physician, Dr. Bryant, 
pronounced the disease variola. The other persons residing in the 
house are Mrs. Ledford and 2 small children. Mr. Ledford now has a 
pronounced case of discrete variola, one of the children has had a mild 
varioloid, and the uncle referred to above has also had a case of vario- 
loid. All the cases have been mild. The wife, Mrs. Ledford, has not 
sickened thus far. She was successfully vaccinated in 1891 and revac- 
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cinated two weeks ago (unsuccessful). Both children then were also 
vaccinated — one successfully (so far she has not developed varioloid or 
variola), the other, was not successful, and she has had a mild attack of 
varioloid. As stated in my telegram of this date, the uncle referred to 
above went yesterday afternoon to Wynne (a town 14 miles away), but, 
as he saw a physician there, his visit was known. He is almost well at 
this date. On arrival here I was informed that Dr. Bryant, who had 
attended them up to a week ago, was also ill with variola. He lives 
10 miles back in the swamps, where I finally found him. The report 
was absolutely groundless. He has done some vaccination in the vicinity 
besides that referred to above, and I have nominated him to look after 
these ill people, as there is no physician in attendance on them now. 
Such medicines as are necessary can be furnished from Wynne, and 
with him in attendance, and acting also to prevent communication with 
the house, it is possible that there will be no further spread. There 
are only two houses within 200 yards of the infected house, and insofar 
there is, of course, natural isolation. 

I will, in accordance with your telegram of this date, return to Mem- 
phis after the vaccine arrives, and after doing such vaccination as is 
permitted. 

The representative of the Arkansas board of health was, as is of course 
known to you, here the latter part of last week, and pronounced the 
cases variola. 

I shall make the weekly inspections and reports as directed. 
Bespectfully, yours, W. J. S. Stewart, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. 8. 

Memphis, Tenn., March 8, 1898. 

Sib : I have the honor to inform you that I returned to this station 
late last night from Pair Oaks, Ark., leaving the cases in the charge of 
Dr. Bryant of that place and in accordance with your orders I will 
make weekly inspections of the condition of affairs. I vaccinated 
before leaving all whom I could and left a supply of vaccine with 
Dr. Bryant. 

I could find no history of any exposure on the part of the people 
living in the neighborhood since the first case was diagnosed about the 
7th ultimo, except the exposure incident to the convalescent's trip to 
Wynne. I sent a supply of vaccine to this place and suggested to one 
of the best physicians in the town to use the same on any people with 
whom this man may have come in contact. 

Since I wrote you on the 1st, I have found out that the conductor of 
the freight on which this convalescent rode back from Wynne to Fair 
Oaks sat in the caboose with him and conversed with him for the time 
that it took to make the run — about an hour. I found the conductor 
and did my best to urge him to let me vaccinate him, but all to no pur- 
pose, although he never has been vaccinated in his life. 

As this man is a resident of this city, spending a part of each week 
here with his family, I have reported these facts in full to the president 
of the local board of health. 

Unless directed to the contrary, I shall send Dr. Bryant from time to 
time such supplies of disinfectants, etc., as he may need. 
Bespectfully, yours, 

W. J. S. Stewaet, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., 

in temporary charge of station. 



